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The data which forms the core of my talk today is part of a study of 
space use and design in the home which the University of Illinois Small 
Homes Council is conducting in cooperation with the Housing and Home Finance 
Agency. The material was first presented to the HHFA in the form of a 
. -
report entitled HOUSING LIKES AND DISLIKES. 
In case any of you stay long enough to hear me through and decide that 
you want more information, you might be interested in knowing that the 
report is available from the Housing and Home Finance Agency on a loan basis. 
Before I go on, I would like to make it clear that the Small Homes 
Council did not conduct a survey of furniture, but rather a survey of wba t 
people think they want in housing. 
The accuraoy of all statements or interpretations which I am going to 
make is solely the responsibility of myself and the University of Illinois. 
Now from this survey, let us see what we can find of interest to you 
as furniture manufacturers. 
* This material is based upon progress under Housing and Home Finance Agency's 
Research Project No. 0-T-37 being conducted under contract by the (Small 
Homes Council) University of Illinoiso The substance of this research is 
dedicated to the public. The accuracy of all statements or interpretations 
is solely the responsibility of the University. 
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The survey, made by Professor R. A. Jones -- an architect - and myself', 
was the first phase of our study in space use. We did not make a national 
survey of our own in an attempt to determine what people like and dislike 
a bout a home. Rather, we have made a survey of surveys conducted by others. 
Forty-one housing surveys, covering the period from 1936 to 1950, were 
analyzed in terms of likes and dislikes, with an emphasis upon space use. 
The scope of the surveys varied widely. Private builders' projects, random 
samplings of homes in the general population, and public-housing projects 
were surveyed. In other words, families of high, middle, and low incomes 
were represented. Probably a majority of the families, however, were in 
the middle class, the group in which you are most concerned inasmuch as 
that group represents the major potential market for your products. 
What I have to say may be comforting to some of you and, at the same 
time, alarming to others. It may show that some of you have ungrounded 
fears, and that others need to watch the trends very closely in the next 
few years. 
From your point of view, style of architecture, number of stories, etc., 
are of only secondary interest; therefore, we will dwell on them for only 
a moment. 
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There is a trend toward •modern" and "ranch" style houses. About 
three-tenth of all the families included in the surveys want contemporary 
-- i.e., "ranch• or "modern"; two-tenth want miscellaneous nondescript 
styles, such as "Cottage" or "American Farm"; two-tenth want "Cape Cod"; 
and anotper one-tenth vant other traditional styles such as "English", 
~French Provincial", etc. About two-tenths are undecided. 
Attitudes as to style of architecture vary from one geographic section 
of the United States to another. New England represents the stronghold of 
the traditional types of architecture. Contemporary gains in popularity as 
one goes from east to west. 
Differences in rural and urban preferences were also noted. "Bungalow", 
"Cottage", and "American Farm" were by far the most popular styles among 
rural families. MOreover, there appears to be an increasing demand for 
them. 
"Ranch" or "modern" houses call for a "casual" or "modern" style of 
f'urni ture. If the present trend continues, and it seems almost certain 
that it will, the demand, for this style of furniture should go up, with a 
corresponding decrease in the demand for "Colonial", "18th Century", and 
other traditional styles. 
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While the largest number of families want 1-story houses, the surveys 
show no consistent trend. The 1!-story house is also in demand, but houses 
which are two stories or more are fast losing in popularity. Six-tenths 
want a 1-story house; almost two-tenths want a 1!-story house, and about 
two-tenths want a 2-story house. 
Regional differences were found. The traditional 2-story house is 
most often desired in the New England states. The 1-story house gains in 
popularity as one travels westward. 
The number of stories is, of course, related to the style of archi-
tecture. For example, a house 11 Cape Cod8 in style, is typically a lt-story 
house; whereas, a "ranch• style house is typically a 1-story house. 
The six-room house is preferred by the largest number of families. 
The five-room house is second in popularity. The seven-room house is 
third. Houses with eight or more rooms, and houses with four or less rooms 
are about equal in popula~ity and rank fourth. Four-tenths of the families 
want houses with six rooms; about three-tenth want five rooms; another two-
tenth want seven rooms; and about one-tenth want eight or more rooms~ or 
four or less rooms. 
-~ 
De~pite the fact that the largest number of families prefer the six-
room house, a report of a national survey made b,y the Housing and Home 
Finance Agenc,y indicates that people are not building or buying houses of 
this size. They found that, during the first half of 1950, approximately 
half of all single-family dwellings built in the United States contained 
four rooms, not counting bath. Virtually all the rest had either five or 
six rooma, with five-room houses outnumbering six-room dwellings su.bstan-
tially. This represents a considerable shift in the past decadeo In 1940, 
about 22 per cent of the new single detached houses were four-room struc-
tures, while five-room residences accounted for nearly half of the total 
built. 
Economic considerations probably account for the fact that people 
purchase or build smaller houses than they desire. There is, however 1 
almost always a decided discrepancy between what they want and what they 
can afford. It might be that future economic conditions may permit larger 
houses to be built and that these houses will include the rooms that are 
now being dispensed with -- ioe., the guest or spare bedroom and the dining 
room. On the other hand, it is entirely possible, should the trend continue 
toward informal living and more and more labor-saving appliances, that 
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neither the spare bedroom nor the dining room will ever assume ~ former 
importance. 
There is some argument among home planners as to whether or not a 
house needs the separate dining room. There is a general trend away from 
houses with separate dining rooms; however, about six-tenths of the families 
still want one. 
The demand for a dining room is related to the economic level of the 
family. Of the families who expected to spend $15,000 or more on a new 
home, more wanted a separate dining room than did not. The total demand, 
nevertheless, is rapidly decreasing, even for this group. One survey 
showed that the demand for a dining room, among families who planned on 
spending over $15,000 for their home, went from 90 per cent in the prewar 
years, to 85 per cent in 1946, to 65 per cent in 1950 o Decreases were even 
larger in all of the other price rangeso The present trend indicates that 
it is 11kely that the dining room will eventually be merged with the living 
room, with only a corner of the living room reserved for diningo Surveys 
show that among rural families and families with children, the separate 
dining room is more popular. 
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The average family is financially unable to include the dining room 
in the house plan. The family in the higher socio-economic bracket can 
afford the initial cost, but not the added expense of the servant usually 
desir~. Architects in general prefer to combine the living and dining 
rooms. Since architects are today usually faced with the need for economy 
.. 
in designing homes, they feel that if space sacrifices must be made, the 
dining area should be combined with the living room .. 
Approximately seven-tenths of the families want a separate living room. 
A majority of the families use the living room daily. Radio and television 
increase its use. New furniture, on the other hand~ cuts down the use of 
the living room, but only temporarily. The living room is used mainly for 
family relaxation, entertaining guests, card playing, serving refreshments, 
sewing, children's play, and children's study. 
In general, relatively large living rooms are in demando The size of 
the living room desired has not changed in the 15-year period covered ~ 
the surveys. Over half of the surveys found that most families 'Wallt living 
rooms larger than 12' x 18 1 • Television may have a.n effect on both the 
) 
size and the proportions of the living room. 
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The combination living-dining room is not very popular, only three-
tenths of the families wanting the dining room combined with the living 
roomo The combined living-dining room is, however, gaining in popularity. 
One of the surveys showed that the demand for this room has risen from 11 
per cent in 1941 to 29 per cent in 1949, while the demand for the separate 
dining room has decreased as we have notedo 
There is a relation between the type of dining facilities wanted and 
geographic area. The combined living-dining room is most popular in the 
WFST #ORTI-1 C€"/Vl/fbL 
West South Central, Mountain and Pacific, and S~tft l·-tla~:tie sta.teso The 
separate dining room is most popular in the East South Central, South 
Atlantic, and Middle Atlantic states. 
In the typical combination living-dining room, the living room aspect 
of the room is given precedence over the dining-room aspeeto Usually one 
end of the living room or a small area adjacent to the door to the kitchen 
is designated as the dining area. Sometimes an "L"-shaped living-dining 
room is used. As a result of this emphasis, the dining-room suite is being 
replaced by the dinette seto Of course, this is largely due to the fa~t 
that the traditional dining-room suite simply will not fit into the area 
reserved for dining. 
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The demand for dining tables that will reduce to small size for stor-
age and for dining chairs that are adaptable for general use in the living 
room will undoubtedly continue to increase. 
A large majority of families want some sort of eating space in the 
kitchen, regardless of whether or not they have other eating accommodations 
else-where in the houseo The separate breakfast room is desired by only a 
very few familieso 
The most desired type of eating facility in the kitchen is the built-
in or u breakfast-nook11 arrangement. Three- to four-tenths of the families 
wanted this arrangement. 
In addition to the demand for the "breakfast nook", one survey was 
concerned with other desired types of eating facilitieso This survey 
found that three-tenths wanted built-in tables and benches; almost two-
tenths wanted a counter and an eating bar; two-tenths wanted a regular 
kitchen table with chairs; and over two-tenths wanted a dinette table with 
chairs. 
A1 though another survey showed that there may be a trend toward built-
in table and chairs and away from the detached table and chairs.~~ our 
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analysis does not substantiate a clear-cut trend in this direction. 
The use of the kitchen for eating, however, decreases progressively 
from breakfast to the evening meal. One survey shoved tba t there was a 
relationship between eating in the kitchen and the size of the family. 
Large families want to eat in the kitchen more often than small families. 
Some of the reasons given for preferring to eat in the kitchen are ~the 
mess created by the children"; •the kitchen is handier•; 8 less walking on 
hard floors"; and 0 we have always dined in the kitchen". 
In ad~ition to activities, such as meal preparation and dish washing 
which, of course, are always carried on in the kitchen, this room is also 
used for numerous other activities such as ironing, laundering, repair work, 
supervision of the children, visiting, etc. In short, the kitchen is the 
focal point of activities in the house. 
Although evidence is inconclusive, it appears that there is a slight 
trend toward larger kitchens. This is probably largely due to: (1) the 
desire to have eating space in the kitchen; and, (2) the desire for space 
for automatic laundry equipment 111 the kitchen. 
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ApproxiJDately five-tenths of the families want three bedrooms; three-
tenths want two bedrooms; and two-tenths want four bedrooms or more. Only 
a very few want just one bedroom. There is undoubtedly a close relation-
ship between the size of the family and the number of bedrooms wanted; 
however, surveys were not sufficiently detai~ed to determine this. 
In about t~ee-tenths of the families, the children use their own bed-
room for both play and study. This indicates that the children's bedroom 
should be outfitted with facilities for play and study. In the typical 
house, there iQ no separate playroom, so quite frequently the ch114 must use 
his own bedroom as a combined-use room. Perhaps, if people t s attention 
were called to this, there would be more of a market for fold-away or 
duplex type beds. 
As to size of bedroom wanted, the 10 1 x 15' bedroom is first in popu-
la.rity for both the nmaster" bedroom and the nregul.ar" bedroom. Generally 
speaking, about four-tenths of the families want the "mastern bedroom 
12 1 x 18' ; one-tenth want it larger than 12 1 x 18'; three-tenths want it 
lO! x 15'; one-tenth want it 9.' x 12 1 ; and only a very small per cent want 
it 7 1 X 91 o 
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The latter choice, 7' x 9' , for the master bedroom is unrealistic. 
Studies have shown that, in order to accommodate just a single bed, a 
bedroom should be a minimum of 8' x 10 1 • Drawer space requires an addi-
tional 8 square feet. With respect to the "regu.la.rn bedroom, about half 
of the families want it 101 x 15'; four-tenths want it 91 x 12'; one-tenth 
want it 12' x 181 ; few want it larger than 12' x 18 1 ; and none want it 
71 X 91 • 
Although we do not have much data upon which to OO.se this conclusion, 
it appears that the average home does not have a guest bedroom. Moreover, 
we have no information as to just when the popularity of the spare bedroom 
fell off. Some authorities feel that it bas gone hand in hand with the 
urbanization of our society. In urban areas, they contend that the terrific 
emphasis upon conservation of space bas crowded out the guest bedroom. As 
before noted, it is also likely that labor-saving and recreational devices 
have assumed a greater importance than the guest bedroom. Some have hailed 
the absence of the guest bedroom as a convenient defense against invading 
rela·tives. The dual-purpose living-room sofa, one that can be made into a 
bed, is often used to acconnnodate guests. Folding beds and cots are also 
frequently used. 
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The number of bedrooms wanted has not changed during the period covered 
by the surveys. If, however, the two- or three-child family continues to 
replace the one- or two-child family, as it has done in recent years, both 
the number of bedrooms wanted and built is likely to go up. The need for 
privacy makes the bedroom indispensable. Moreover, psychologists,who are 
coming to have more and more influence upon the American family, feel that 
the child should have a bedroom of his own at a relatively early age -
certainly so by the age of five or six. The demand for bedroom furniture 
is, thus, likely to rise in the future. 
We have some evidence of a trend toward the increasing popularity or 
built-in specialized storage units. These replace the dresser, the vanity, 
and the chest of drawers. The .reasons for this are several: (1) Built-in 
units are easier to maintain, (2) they can be financed as a part ·of the 
home, (3) they save space, _and (4) built-in equipnent is just a part of 
the whole functional trend in design. In the kitchen for example, built-in 
equipment, such as base cabinets and wall cabinets, have almost replaced 
single movable units such as the now old-fashioned kitchen cabinet and 
work table. It seems reasonable to expect that a sim11ar change may 
eventually also take place in the bedroom. 
-~ 
By the way, according to a research person at the University, one of 
the major shortcomings of storage space in the average chest of drawers or 
dresser, is the lack of shallow drawers for jewelry, gloves, and articles 
of this nature. 
One survey determined the type of bed .desired. They found that 52 per 
c:L3 
cent wanted double beds, 25 per cent wanted twin beds, and -25- per cent 
wanted single beds. 
Though seven-tenths of the families want a basement and only half of 
the families want a utility room, the trend is toward utility rooms and 
away from basements. Both the utility room and the basement are planned 
pr:iJDarily for doing the laundry. A bout half of the families want to do 
their latmdry in the basement and the other half' want to use the utility 
room. 
About nine-tenths of the families want some kind of a porch. The use 
of ~he porch is related to the region. In the south, people sit on porches 
a great deal; but, as one moves north, they are used less and less. Farm 
families use porches more frequently and for a wider variety of activities 
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than do urban families. 
In present-day houses there is a trend toward opening the house to the 
outdoors through the use of large doors, large glass areas, etc. If this. 
trend persists, the demand for a porch may drop orr, since the living room 
or dining room becomes a porch in itself. 
In general, •modern" furniture seems to be preferred slightly more 
often than "traditional". This varies, however, with both the piece of 
fur,niture and the room. For example, one survey found that •traditional" 
dining room tables were far more popular than "modern"; on the other hand, 
"modern• occasional chairs were much more popular than "traditional" • 
. 
The survey also sho~ed that "modern11 is especially popular in eonnnun-
ities with a populatton of 10,000 or less. In addition, it showed that 
"modern° had a stronger following among the farmer-labor classifications 
than among the white-collar workers. Strangely enough, salesmen were the 
only occupa. tional group who still preferred "traditional n. 
Another survey found that the attitude toward sttle of furniture also 
varied with the age of the family. Young families wanted •modern" more 
often than did the older families. 
I ... 
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This survey also found a relationship between style of furniture de-
sired and amount to be spent for the home. Families building low-cost 
homes wanted "modern" much more often than those who were building medium-
priced homes. "Eighteenth Century'" furniture was preferred by families 
building homes costing more than $15,000. 
There is a · chance for some error here due to the ambiguity of the term 
"modern" • Some p~ople are unaware of the various furniture styles and refer 
to all new furniture, regardless of design, as "modernn. Proper definitions 
of "modern" and "traditional" might have eliminated this ·confusion. 
It is very likely that there is also a relationship between the style 
of arehiteeture and the style of furniture that families ~fer; however, 
the surveys did not measure this .. 
We do not have enough survey data relative to furniture styles to es-
tablish a trend; however, as before noted, the demand for "casual" or 
"modern8 furniture will probably follow the trend toward ~odernu or 
~ranOh" styles of architecture. 
